LOWER LACKAWANNA/ UPPER LUZERNE COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENTS SUGGESTED OPERATING GUIDELINES

AVOCA, DURYEA, MOOSIC, OLD FORGE, TAYLOR FIRE DEPARTMENTS
TITLE: LADDER COMPANY OPERATIONS ONE STORY COMMERCIAL TAXPAYER
PURPOSE: TO PROVIDE A CONSISTENT LADDER COMPANY PROCEDURE FOR ONE STORY COMMERCIAL TAXPAYER TYPE PROPERTIES
GENERAL: These documents represent a series of best practices. The document is intended only for the use of these agencies and not for any other public agency. The document is not intended to be relied upon by any individual, public or private, or agency. The documents achieve the best practice. Failure to adopt the NFPA (standard may not be used in court or in any other forum against these agencies or against any individual, other than used by these agencies. The imposition of discipline by these agencies against any individual under control of these agencies is not proof of the failure to comply with the standard of care, but only with these agencies practices. In many cases these practices strive to exceed the standard practice. Adoption of the NFPA (standards), when done, is not recognition of the standard but an attempt to) is not the failure to meet a standard of care but a conscious choice of which practices are the best practices for these agencies. 

Inside Team - The inside team shall force entry to the building and search the first floor area. They should locate the fire and control the life hazard as quickly as possible. They should ventilate the area as needed horizontally when a charge line is in place unless a life hazard exists. They shall open walls and ceilings and check for fire extension. The inside team should check for fire extension both vertically and horizontally. The inside team shall also check the basement if and control any applicable utilities.

Roof Man - The Roof man shall place a portable ladder to the roof on side 1 and gain access to the roof immediately. He shall take a saw with him along with a halligan bar, 6 ' hook, and radio. He shall provide ventilation vertically over the fire if needed. He shall also do a size up from the roof and notify the officer or command of anything unusual.

O/V Man - The O/V man shall proceed to the rear of the building and ladder the rear as soon as possible. He shall then force the rear door as soon as possible and enter from the rear and meet the inside team to complete the search. His tools shall consist of a 6' hook, halligan, hydraulic F/E tool if available. He should also control any utilities. 

Driver/ Operator - The driver/operator shall set up the aerial device and raise the device to the roof. He should remain with the apparatus in case the device is needed.  In the event the aerial device will not be used the driver/operator may assist the O/V or roof man.

******Additional Considerations - The outlined duties are for a first floor fire and should be adjusted by the officer for cellar fire.

******Short Crews - The preceding operations have been written for 6 man crews. In the event a 6 man crew is not available the following assignments will be followed.

3 Man Crew - Officer, Driver, and O/V Man will be filled. The officer will perform the inside duties while the O/V man and Driver will perform the outside duties to the best of their ability until a second truck company or rescue company or rescue company arrive to assist.

4 Man Crew - Officer, Driver, O/V Man and F/E will be filled. The officer and f/e man will perform the inside duties and the driver and O/V will perform outside duties.

5 Man Crews - Officer, Driver, O/V Man, F/E and Roof Man will be filled. The officer and F/E will perform the inside duties and the outside duties will be performed by the O/V, Roof Man, and Driver.

